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I. Narrative Description of the Status of the Discipline(s) from a National Perspective 

 

The Latin American and Caribbean Studies Program at the College of Charleston offers in-depth 

experiential learning of an increasingly critical region of the world in socioeconomic terms: 

according to the United Nations World Economic Situation and Prospects (WESP) 2018 Report 

released on December 11, 2017, the recent acceleration in world gross product growth stems 

predominantly from firmer growth in several developed economies, although East and South Asia 

remain the world’s most dynamic regions. Cyclical improvements in Argentina, Brazil, Nigeria and 

the Russian Federation, as these economies emerge from recession, also explain roughly a third 

of the rise in the rate of global growth between 2016 and 2017.1  

According to BBVA Research, Latin America maintains its recovery amidst external turbulence. 
Global growth will increase from 1.4% in 2018 and 1.7% in 2019 and then to 2.3% in 2020. Latin 
America’s growth has been 0.6% in 2019, well below the previous year’s rate (1.6%), the 
expectations at the beginning of the year (2.1%) and the potential GDP growth (close to 2.5%). A 
recovery is expected in 2020 and 2021: growth should reach 1.4% this year and 2.1% the next. 
The recovery will be widespread, although heterogeneous across countries. GDP growth in the 
next two years will be greater than 3% in Peru and Colombia, will converge to rates of around 2% 
in Brazil, Uruguay, Chile, and Mexico. In Argentina the recession will continue in 2020, in the 
context of shortage of US-dollars and high inflation. Increasing growth will be a great challenge. 
Countries in the region will have to face different types of vulnerabilities ahead, such as high 
public debt (Argentina and Brazil), institutional uncertainty (Chile), political uncertainty (Peru), 
policy uncertainty (Mexico), high inflation (Argentina and Uruguay) and relatively large current 
account deficits (Colombia).2 
 

According to the World Bank, growth in Latin America and the Caribbean decelerated markedly 
in 2019 to an estimated 0.8%. All three of the largest economies in the region – Brazil, Mexico, 
and Argentina – grew significantly less than projected due to idiosyncratic factors. Export growth 
in the region slowed as global trade activity decelerated. The slowdown also reflects the 
emergence, in late 2019, of social unrest in Bolivia, Chile, and Ecuador. Economic and social 
                                                           
1 https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wpcontent/uploads/sites/45/publication/WESP2018_Full_Web-

1.pdf  

2     https://www.bbvaresearch.com/en/publicaciones/latin-america-economic-outlook-first-quarter-2020/ 

%09https:/www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wpcontent/uploads/sites/45/publication/WESP2018_Full_Web-1.pdf
%09https:/www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wpcontent/uploads/sites/45/publication/WESP2018_Full_Web-1.pdf
https://www.bbvaresearch.com/en/publicaciones/latin-america-economic-outlook-first-quarter-2020/
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conditions continue to plague Venezuela. Bouts of severe financial stress in Argentina since early 
2018 have affected neighboring countries. At the same time, several major policy developments 
have occurred in the region. There was progress toward ratification of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement. Brazil passed a long-awaited pension reform. MERCOSUR (Argentina, Brazil, 
Paraguay, and Uruguay) reached a trade agreement with the European Union in June 2019.3 
 

Within the United States, the exponential increase of the Latino population has played a key role 

in the growing plurality of the country: according to the U.S. Census Bureau, the Hispanic 

population of the United States was 58.9 million as of July 1, 2017 (with 1,131,766 Hispanics 

added to the nation’s population between July 1, 2015, and July 1, 2016. This number is more 

than half of the approximately 2.2 million people added to the nation’s total population during 

this period), making people of Hispanic origin the nation’s largest ethnic or racial minority. 

Hispanics constituted 18.3 percent of the nation’s total population. By 2060, the projected 

Hispanic population of the United States will be 111 million. According to this projection, the 

Hispanic population will constitute 28.6 percent of the nation’s population by that date. In 2020, 

Latinos are expected for the first time to be the nation’s largest racial or ethnic minority in a U.S. 

presidential election, with a record 32 million projected to be eligible to vote. They will account 

for 13.3% of all eligible voters.4  

According to Pew Research Center projections, a growing share of Hispanics have gone to college. 

Almost 40% of Hispanics ages 25 and older had some college experience in 2015, up from 30% in 

2000. Among U.S.-born Hispanics, 52% reported they had gone to college, an increase from 41% 

in 2000. By comparison, 27% of foreign-born Hispanics reported some college experience, up 

from 22% in 2000. The number of Hispanics who speak Spanish at home is at an all-time high, 

though growth is slowing. A record 37 million Hispanics ages 5 and older speak Spanish at home, 

up from 25 million in 2000. However, between 2010 and 2015, this number grew at an annual 

average of 1.8%, down from an annual average of 3.4% between 2000 and 2010. At the same 

time, a record 35 million Hispanics ages 5 and older say they are English-proficient, up from 19 

million in 2000. Among this group, 14 million Hispanics speak only English at home in 2015, up 

from 7 million in 2000. 

In South Carolina, the U.S. Census Bureau reported approximately 258,000 Hispanics residing in 

the Palmetto state as of July 1, 2017, and a population growth of 8.6% from April 1, 2010, to July 

1, 2017. According to the Selig Center for Economic Growth of the Terry College of Business at 

the University of Georgia, the purchasing power of Hispanics in South Carolina has grown 368% 

from 2010 to 2018 almost doubling from $4,911,000 in 2013 to $8,018,000 in 2018. The total 

                                                           
3   http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/338381574888090616/Global-Economic-Prospects-January-2020-Regional-

Overview-LAC.pdf 

4   https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/01/31/where-latinos-have-the-most-eligible-voters-in-the-2020-

election/ 

http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/338381574888090616/Global-Economic-Prospects-January-2020-Regional-Overview-LAC.pdf
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/338381574888090616/Global-Economic-Prospects-January-2020-Regional-Overview-LAC.pdf
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/01/31/where-latinos-have-the-most-eligible-voters-in-the-2020-election/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/01/31/where-latinos-have-the-most-eligible-voters-in-the-2020-election/
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buying power in the country was at $1.539 trillion in 2018 and is expected to grow nearly $400 

billion more by 2023. 

The continuing importance of Latin America to the United States in combination with the growing 

Latino population within the country and the state have produced an increasing need for trained 

persons with a knowledge of the region to work in government, teaching, business, social 

services, community organizing, the arts, and other fields. Furthermore, there has been a 

significant increase in percentage of Latino students (both undergraduate and graduate) enrolled 

in college (17.4% in 2016) and, more specifically, at the College of Charleston, where there is an 

upward trend in Hispanic enrollment (Hispanic student headcount in 2012 was 403; 528 in Fall 

2017). LACS Hispanic enrollment was at 33% in Fall 2017 and seven of the 14 LACS majors in AY 

2019-2020 were Hispanic. Students graduate from the College of Charleston Latin American and 

Caribbean Studies (LACS) Program prepared for the many scholarly and professional 

opportunities generated by the aforementioned upward trends. Engaging over 32 faculty 

affiliates from a wide range of areas and departments from six different Schools (the School of 

Languages, Cultures and World Affairs, the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, the School 

of the Arts, the School of Education, Health, and Human Performance, and the School of 

Business), LACS additionally promotes focused and interdisciplinary research by hosting speakers 

and visiting scholars, as well as by supporting faculty with grants to develop curricula, and 

students to do fieldwork and research in situ, enhancing in this way their academic and 

transcultural experiences. Through its activities and academic program, LACS engages in 

promoting transcultural and global competence, alongside social responsibility. 

 

II. Program 

 

a. The Latin American and Caribbean Studies (LACS) major is an interdisciplinary and multi-

disciplinary program that explores the diverse cultures, histories, ideologies, literatures and 

political economies of Latin America and the Caribbean.  It exposes students to the dynamic 

development of these regions and their critical place in a globalizing world. The program 

endeavors to educate students for global citizenship and to prepare them for global careers. LACS 

majors are expected to: 

 

• Demonstrate a breadth and depth of knowledge about the region. 

• Think critically about the development of the region and its place in the 

international system. 

• Develop competence in Spanish, Portuguese or French language. 

• Develop a more intimate knowledge of at least one place in the region through 

study abroad. 



4 
 

b. The Latin American and Caribbean Studies program at the College of Charleston supports and 

encourages the mission of the School of Languages, Cultures and World Affairs and the College 

by preparing students to become knowledgeable, engaged citizens in an increasingly 

interconnected global society. Interdisciplinary in nature, the LACS program explores the diverse 

cultures, histories, ideologies, literatures and political economies of Latin America and the 

Caribbean, exposing students to the dynamic development of these regions and their critical 

place in a globalizing world. It allows for faculty members and students coming from a wide range 

of areas, departments and schools, but with a common interest in Latin America and the 

Caribbean to benefit from an intellectually stimulating transdisciplinary environment.  

Founded as a minor program in 1997 (the second area studies program after African Studies), 

and becoming a major in 2005, the LACS program is highly regarded for its accomplishments, 

such as having been one of the few programs in the US to run a semester-long study abroad 

program in Cuba for eighteen years, and for having supported student participation in the 

Washington Model OAS (WMOAS) for over 30 years.  

 

c. Student Learning Outcomes of the Program 

 

1) Graduating majors in Latin American and Caribbean studies will demonstrate an 

understanding of the diversity and complexity of the Latin American and /or 

Caribbean experience. 

2) Graduating majors in Latin American and Caribbean studies will be able to apply an 

integrative multi-disciplinary approach to an analysis of current issues in Latin 

America and/or the Caribbean. 

3) Graduating majors in Latin American and Caribbean studies will demonstrate an 

appreciation for and understanding of the value of Latin American and Caribbean 

studies and its interdisciplinary, multi-disciplinary, and comparative approaches. 

 

III. Narrative Summary and Analysis of Departmental or Program Accomplishments 

 

The LACS program resumed its comprehensive program review to further strengthen its potential 

as a successful academic experience. A number of specific strategies were either implemented 

or continued during AY 2019-2020 in order to achieve this goal: 

1) Program growth: In the Fall 2015 a comprehensive program review was put into 
effect. As part of that plan, the LACS Executive Committee was formed in Spring 2019 
and charged with aggressive recruitment of students and majors. This has included 
visiting classes to promote the program, inviting LACS alumni to give career talks, 
planning events with the Hispanic/Latino Club to promote our program, and 
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highlighting the various internship opportunities that our majors have locally and 
abroad. As a result, the LACS program is experiencing an increase in both majors and 
minors, as well as in total class enrollments. Undergraduate course enrollment per 
course (AY 2019-2020) in LACS is 26.  In the Fall 2019, the undergraduate average 
enrollment per course in LACS was 25.33. The total enrollment that semester in LACS 
courses was 106. In Spring 2020, the undergraduate average enrollment per course in 
LACS is 26 and the total enrollment in LACS is 145. The number of majors has more 
than doubled from 6 in 2015-2016 to 14 currently. This shows 133% growth in majors. 
The number of minors has also grown from 9 in 2015-2016 to 13 currently. This shows 
a 44% growth in minors. Given this quick turn-around and the increasing enrollments, 
these efficiency markers predict that graduation rates will increase accordingly. 

2) As a result of a comprehensive review of the program´s assessment plan to better 
implement and measure desired learning outcomes, and from the results of the 
program’s assessment in AY 2017-2018, the LACS program made some adjustments 
to its assessment in AY 2018-2019: Rather than assessing SLO1 in LACS 101 and LACS 
3xx, it started assessing SLO1 (in LACS 101 and in LACS 200 classes) as well as 
continued to assess SLO2 in LACS 3xx courses, and SLO3 in LACS 495 or a 400-level 
equivalent; it will continue to review its assessment plan and modify accordingly. 

3) Continue to raise visibility and relevance of the program across campus as well as 
develop relationships with other programs/fields: LACS was set to participate in the 
“CofC Aboard the Spirit of South Carolina: Adventure at Sea” to launch Spring 2020, 
led by Program Director, Brumby McLeod, Associate Professor of Hospitality and 
Tourism Management. Students participating would be able to enroll in LACS 200 ST: 
Caribbean Crossroads, taught by the Cuba Semester abroad Program Director, Black 
Scott. This program unfortunately, did not fill and was canceled but LACS hopes to 
collaborate with the School of Business in the future. 

4) Continue to support experiential learning for LACS majors by developing and funding 
internship opportunities that may be conducive to job opportunities after graduation; 
continue to build internship opportunities with both, academic and non-academic 
foreign institutions and to entirely fund costs.   

 

Course offerings in AY 2019-2020: 

Engaging around 32 affiliate faculty from across campus, LACS makes a major contribution to 

interdisciplinarity, internationalization, personalized education, and high impact student 

experience in a number of ways. First and foremost, through its interdisciplinary courses given 

on and off campus; second, through its contributions to College-wide initiatives and programs 

including the following:  

• First Year Experience program: Edward Chauca taught a section of the First Year 

Seminar “Human Rights in Latin America” in Fall of 2019; Sarah Owens taught a 

section of the First Year Seminar “Travel Narratives: Journey Around the Hispanic 

World and Mary Ann Blitt taught a section of the First Year Seminar “Food Culture in 

Latin America” in Spring of 2020;    
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• Distance education: an online section of LACS 101, taught by Ashley Wendt, was 

offered in Spring 2020, and the same course was taught by Sarah Owens in Maymester 

2020 and by Hollis France in Summer II 2020;   

• Independent Studies: In Spring 2020, Edward Chauca directed Katie Jiménez-Cortez’s 

research project “Mental Health in Latin America”;    

• Internships: The LACS program intends to make more significant contributions to the 

local, regional and international community by establishing or developing more 

internship opportunities for its majors towards the end of their degree (and tailored 

to their area of interest and needs) that are conducive to a job opportunity after 

graduation.   

• Other interdisciplinary courses offered in AY 2019-2020 included Michael O’Brien’s 

MUSC 234 Music in Latin America (Spring 2020); Barbara Borg’s ANTH 329 

Indestructible Maya (Spring 2020); Edward Chauca’s SPAN 490 Mental Health in Latin 

American Literature and LTSP 252 Society, History, and Culture in Latin American 

Literature (Fall 2019) and Heidi Krajewski’s HIST 261 Labor and Migration in Latin 

America (Spring 2020) (see enrollment tables below for complete lists). 

 

Study abroad programs: Another major contribution by LACS is made through its study abroad 

programs. LACS operates three semester study abroad programs in Latin America - Chile, 

Argentina, and Cuba (the first two, along with Hispanic Studies). Fall 2019 Chile program: 9 

students participated in the program. They took classes in culture, linguistics, and literature as 

well as in political science at the Universidad de Santiago de Chile (USACH). Students enjoyed 

various activities including day excursions to nearby cities and an extended trip to Peru, that 

included visits to Lima, Cuzco, and Machu Picchu. They lived with Chilean families. Due to the 

social unrest which began in mid-October in Santiago, temporary suspension of classes occurred. 

Fortunately, students were able to complete their studies in Chile and returned safely as 

originally scheduled; Spring 2020 Cuba program: 9 students participated in this program. Courses 

were taught by the CofC program director, Blake Scott, as well as by two professors from 

University of Havana and classes were held at CIPES. We hope to return to holding classes at the 

Centro de Estudios Martianos next year. The group had a day excursion to Las Terrazas, a UNESCO 

Biosphere Reserve and a four-day trip to the cities of Trinidad and Cienfuegos. Students enjoyed 

weekly activities including museum visits, service-learning projects, and great history walks 

around the city. They lived with Cuban families; Spring 2019 Argentina program: 8 students 

participated in the program. They took classes in culture, linguistics, and literature as well as 

political science and lived with host families. Both our Argentina and Cuba spring semester 

programs were terminated mid-program due to the COVID-19 global pandemic and students 

returned to the United States finishing the semester online.  
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Events and Programming 

The LACS program additionally promotes focused and interdisciplinary research by hosting 

speakers and visiting scholars in order to promote a vibrant campus-life environment dedicated 

to education of the whole person. As part of the Annual Latin American and Caribbean Studies 

Global Awareness series, the LACS program invited LACS graduate to speak to the College 

community. Arden Sherman gave a talk in the fall: “Curating Contextually: Social Practice, East 

Harlem, and its Diasporas” as well as a Career Talk luncheon with Sherman for LACS majors. The 

LACS program also organized and hosted a Lecture “The Road to Santiago: Arab and Islamic 

Presence in Cuba” and a poetry reading “The Latin Poet’s Guide to the Cosmos” by invited guest 

speaker Susannah Rodríguez Drissi, an award-winning Cuban writer, director and scholar.  The 

poetry reading was accompanied with music by Michael O’Brien. 

 

LACS Executive Committee consisting of Nadia Avendaño, Christina García, Liana Hakobyan, 

Hollis France, Michael O’Brien, and Sarah Wuigk, met three times in the Fall of 2019. The 

committee continued to focus on promoting and recruiting students for LACS by visiting classes. 

In the Spring, Marianne Verlinden volunteered to be a part of the committee, while Nadia 

Avendaño was on sabbatical. Due to classes going online by mid-March because of the COVID-19 

outbreak, recruiting efforts, specifically class visits, were unfortunately not executed. Our goals 

for AY 2020/2021 are to resume aggressive recruiting efforts. 

 

Curricular changes implemented in AY 2019/2020 

In spring of 2019 a petitioning for the inclusion of the following LACS courses taught abroad to 

count for General Education credits in the Humanities. 

 -LACS 103 

 -LACS 104 

 -LACS 105 

 -LACS 106 

These requests were approved by the Faculty Senate on 3/5/2019. It is hoped that their inclusion 

will serve to increase enrollments in our study abroad programs as well as increase the number 

of LACS majors and minors.  
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Program Enrollment 

Fall 2019 

LACS Classes 

Course Title Instructor Enrollment at 

drop/add 

Max Cap. 

LACS 101.01 Introduction to Latin American 

and Caribbean Studies 

Nadia D 

Avendano 

33 35 

LACS 101.02 Introduction to Latin American 

and Caribbean Studies 

Christina 

M Garcia 

30 33 

LACS 104.01 Introduction to Contemporary 

Chile 

Nadia D 

Avendano 

9  

LACS 

310.01/ 

WGST 

324.03 

Race, Gender, and Ethnicity: 

Introduction to Women's Health 

in the Caribbean 

Ashley 

Martin 

Wendt 

14 24 

FYSE 125.01 Human Rights in Latin America Edward 

M Chauca 

20 20 

Average class size for LACS classes (excluding study abroad course offerings and FYE): 25.6  

Classes counting towards the LACS major and minor in other departments and programs: 

Course Title Instructor Enrollment Max Cap. 

HIST 361.01 ST: Mexico's Recent Past Lisa Pinley 

Covert 

10 30 

POLI 340.02 Politics of Latin America (in 

Chile) 

Nadia D 

Avendano 

4  

SOCY 

369.03/ 

WGST 

320.05 

Special Topics Social Inequality: 

Global Feminism 

Julia A 

McReynolds 

Perez 

23 30 

ENGL 

233.01 

Survey of Non-Western 

Twentieth Century Literature 

Simon 

Lewis 

12 23 

FREN 

336.01 

Cultural Panorama of the 

Francophone World 

Robert A 

Sapp 

10 10 

LTPO 

270.01 

Studies in Brazilian Film Maria Luci 

De Biaji 

Moreira 

17 20 

LTSP 252.01 Society, History and Culture in 

Spanish American Literature 

Edward M 

Chauca 

18 25 

SPAN 

328.01 

Spanish Language Study 

Abroad (in Chile) 

Michael A 

Gomez 

6  

SPAN 

366.01 

Select Readings in Spanish 

America    

Christina M 

Garcia 

12 12 
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SPAN 

490.02 

Seminar: Special Topics in 

Hispanic Literature    

Maria D 

Colomina-

Garrigos 

13 13 

SPAN 

490.03 

ST: Mental Health in Latin 

American Literature 

Edward M 

Chauca 

13 15 

 

Spring 2020 

LACS Classes 

Course Title Instructor Enrollment at 

drop/add 

Max Cap. 

LACS 101.01 Introduction to Latin American 

and Caribbean Studies 

Marianne 

J 

Verlinden 

31 35 

LACS 101.02 Introduction to Latin American 

and Caribbean Studies 

Ashley 

Martin 

Wendt 

30 30 

LACS 103.01 Introduction to Contemporary 

Cuba 

Michael S 

O'Brien 

7  

LACS 106.01 Introduction to Contemporary 

Argentina 

Michael S 

O'Brien 

4  

LACS 200.01 ST: Latin American Politics and 

Society in Film 

Raul 

Carrillo-

Arciniega 

18 25 

LACS 200.02 ST: Caribbean Crossroads Blake C 

Scott 

6  

LACS 300.01 ST: U.S.-Latin American 

Relations 

Blake C 

Scott 

9  

LACS 400.01 Mental Health in Latin America Edward 

M Chauca 

1  

FYSE 125.01 Travel Narratives: Journey 

Around the Hispanic World 

Sarah 

Owens 

20 20 

FYSE 125.02 Food Culture of Latin America Mary Ann 

Blitt 

20 20 

Average class size for LACS classes (excluding study abroad course offerings, individual enrollments and 

FYE): 26.3 

Classes counting towards the LACS major and minor in other departments and programs: 

Course Title Instructor Enrollment Max Cap. 

ANTH 

328.01 

Aztecs, Maya, and their 

Ancestors  

Barbara E 

Borg 

28 30 

HIST 261.02 ST: Labor and Migration in Latin 

America 

Heidi 

Marie 

Krajewski 

14 30 
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POLI 245.01 Cuban Revolution (in Cuba) Michael S 

O'Brien 

7  

POLI 268.01 Model Organization of American 

States 

Douglas S 

Friedman 

10  

POLI 340.01 Politics of Latin America (in 

Cuba) 

Michael S 

O'Brien 

7  

POLI 340.02 Politics of Latin America (in 

Argentina) 

Michael S 

O'Brien 

2  

SPAN 

333.01 

Topics in Hispanic Cultures: 

Contemporary Cinema 

Liana 

Hakobyan 

18 20 

SPAN 

333.02 

Topics in Hispanic Cultures: 

México lindo y querido 

Joseph R 

Weyers 

12 20 

SPAN 

333.04 

Topics in Hispanic Cultures (in 

Argentina) 

Michael A 

Gomez 

7  

ENGL 

234.01 

Survey of Third-World 

Masterpieces 

Simon 

Lewis 

11 24 

INTL 290.01 ST: Humanitarian and 

Development Aid – A Critical 

Examination  

Sarah 

Wuigk 

23 25 

LTFR 250.01 Francophone Literature in 

Translation 

Martine 

Cuvillier-

Hiers 

14 15 

MUSC 

234.01 

Music in Latin America Michael S 

O'Brien 

17 35 

SPAN 

328.01 

Spanish Language Study Abroad 

(in Argentina) 

Michael A 

Gomez 

3  

SPAN 

328.02 

Spanish Language Study Abroad 

(in Cuba) 

Michael A 

Gomez 

4  

SPAN 

366.01 

Select Readings in Spanish 

America: Friends with Benefits 

Christina 

M Garcia 

12 16 

SPAN 

366.02 

 

Select Readings in Spanish 

America: The Women 

Liana 

Hakobyan 

15 16 

SPAN 

400.01 

Service Learning Mary Ann 

Blitt 

5  

SPAN 

491.01 

ST: Bilingüismo en el Mundo 

Hispano   

Antonio B 

Perez-

Nunez 

15 15 

SPAN 

492.01 

Seminar in Hispanic Studies: El 

movimiento feminista 

latinoamericano: propuestas y 

expresiones culturales 

Edward 

M Chauca 

15 15 
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Student Numbers  

LACS majors  LACS minors  

2015-2016  6   9 

2016-2017  10   8 

2017-2018  11   14 

2018-2019  15   12 

2019-2020  14   12 

 

Program Assessment 

“Closing the Loop”: The LACS program made a change to its assessment in AY 2019/2020: instead 

of assessing SLO1 with two measures, one at midterm and one at the end of the term in both 

LACS 101 and LACS 200, in Fall 2019, LACS began to assess both LACS 101 and LACS 200 with only 

one measure  towards the end of the term.  Assessing for SLO1 four times seemed excessive. 

Measuring SLO1 at the end of LACS 101 and at the end of LACS 200 allows for better assessment 

of student’s continued understanding of the diversity and complexity of the Latin American and 

Caribbean experience. (Due to the outbreak of COVID-19 in the Spring of 2020, all program 

assessment was canceled for spring 2020. These assessment results, therefore, only include Fall 

2019.) 

Assessment of SLO1 in LACS 101: One measure was assessed: 1.1: Final take-home paper or 

essay; In all assignments, students analyze and describe issues clearly and indicate a thorough 

reading and understanding of cultural text. Students demonstrate in-depth knowledge of 

political/cultural context. Students address major contemporary and historical issues pertinent 

to the Latin American and/or Caribbean experience. Performance target: 90% of students should 

achieve a rating of "meets standard" as measured by a rubric.    

LACS 200 was not offered in Fall 2019. Therefore, no assessment of SLO1 was administered. 

Assessment results for A1, SLO1 (students in Latin American and Caribbean Studies will 

demonstrate an understanding of the diversity and complexity of the Latin American and/or 

Caribbean experience) in Fall 2019 LACS 101 classes, where 91.67% of students achieved a rating 

of meets or exceeds standard. Performance target was met. (In AY 2018-19, 89.85% of students 

achieved a rating of meets or exceeds standard); These results continue to show that the 

recommendation made by the LACS Assessment Committee in AY 2017-2018 and implemented 

in AY 2018-2019 to assess SLO1 in an end-of-the-semester research assignment and not as part 

of the final exam (due to a perceived decrease in dedication or time invested preparing for the 

final exam on the students' part) is showing more consistent numbers as compared to results 
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prior to this recommendation and implementation and, thus, a research assignment is proving a 

more reliable measure to assess SLO1 at the program’s introductory level classes;   

Assessment of SLO2 (Students in Latin American and Caribbean Studies apply an integrative 

multidisciplinary approach to an analysis of current issues in Latin American and/or the 

Caribbean) was not conducted in AY 2018-2019 as there were no LACS 3xx courses taught during 

the said academic year. In fall 2019, LACS offered one course at the 300-level and was able to 

assess SLO 2.   

Assessment results of SLO2 in LACS 310: In Fall of 2019, two measures (a take-home writing 

assignment and a final research paper) were assessed. For A1 12/12 (100%) samples achieved a 

rating of meets or exceeds standard. Performance target was met. For A2, there were 12 

students, but one student did not complete. 8/11 (72.72%) samples achieved a rating of meets 

or exceeds standard. Performance target was not met. Performance target: 90% of students 

should achieve a rating of "meets standard as measured by a rubric. Results show that the 

performance target was only met for SLO2 A1 in Fall 2019. Because ratings for SLO2 A2 (72.72%) 

were significantly lower than those for SLO2 A1 (100%), the LACS Executive Committee will have 

to analyze this data and make a recommendation on how to move forward with assessment of 

SLO 2. 

 

Assessment of SLO3 (Students in Latin American and Caribbean Studies will demonstrate an 

appreciation for and understanding of the value of Latin American and Caribbean Studies and its 

interdisciplinary, multi-disciplinary, and comparative approaches): The LACS program assesses 

measures 3.1 and 3.2 in LACS 495 or 400 level equivalent. Unfortunately, no such course was 

offered in Fall 2019.  

Measure 3.1:  Academic Portfolio: Students in LACS 495 or LACS 4xx equivalent assemble and 

complete an academic student portfolio. This portfolio contains hard copies of graded written 

work from courses in the major. Every portfolio has at least one example of graded written work 

from a course at the introductory 100 level, at least one example of graded written work at the 

intermediate 200 level, at least one example of graded written work at the advanced 300 level, 

and a clean hard copy of the completed research paper or other major project from the capstone 

course, LACS 495, or LACS 4xx equivalent. Performance target: 100% of students should achieve 

a rating of "meets standard" as measured by a rubric. 

Measure 3.2: Exit interview: All LACS 495 or course equivalent, LACS 400, students will take an 

exit interview where they will describe the impact of courses and of the LACS program by 

answering the following questions: 

1. How has your course work helped you value Latin American and Caribbean studies and its 

interdisciplinary, multi-disciplinary, and comparative approaches? 
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2. Considering the courses you have completed for this program, what shared issues and themes 

were introduced in those classes and how did they help you understand the cultures and regions 

of Latin America? 

3. Taking as a whole your coursework in LACS, what contemporary or historical, political, or 

cultural issues best define the region for you and why? 

4. Based on what you have learned here, how do you envision yourself contributing to this 

region?; How do you feel you could impact the LAC region? 

Performance target: 100% of students should achieve a rating of "meets standard" as measured 

by a rubric. 

  

Implemented Suggestions and/or Changes Based on AY 2019/2020 Results: 

• Reinforce the collection of graded work from LACS courses at all levels throughout the 

major for the purpose of the academic portfolio needed to assess SLO3. 

• Measure only one artifact for LACS 3XX courses towards the end of the term. Examine the 

data results for SLO 2. 

 

Below are the goals set forth in AY2020/2021:  

1) Continue to increase number of majors and minors by continuing to take a number of 
measures, such as introducing students to the program at an earlier stage through FYE 
courses, continuing the aggressive recruiting efforts made by the Executive Committee, 
increase our efforts specifically on recruiting minors, collaborating with other 
departments and programs, and distinguishing itself from INTL, etc.; 

2) Our increase in majors can only be sustained by continuing to pursue a permanent joint 

line (LACS & another department) and with the continuous support from affiliates and 

their respective home departments. This must be secured to be able to maintain regular 

offerings of LACS courses. LACS relies heavily on HISP which suffered staffing deficits this 

AY.  

3) Seek fund-raising opportunities in collaboration with the LCWA Dean’s office as well as 

with the local community; 

4) Continue to raise visibility and relevance of the program across campus as well as 

regionally and nationally by resuming work on advertisement and promotional campaign, 

etc.; 

5) Continue to build internship opportunities locally, nationally, and internationally, as well 

as; 

6) Continue to monitor LACS sponsored study abroad programs to improve their academic 

excellence and resume conversations on expanding academic collaborations with USACH; 
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7) As part of the College’s next Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP), “Sustainability Literacy as 

a Bridge to Addressing 21st-Century Problems”, encourage faculty to add a sustainability 

related component to their LACS 101 sections. 

8) As part of the College’s Global Education Initiative, encourage faculty to either implement 

a Global component to already existing courses in LACS or to develop new Globally 

Connected Courses. 

 

LACS Major graduates: 

 Katie Jiménez-Cortez 

LACS Minor graduates: 

Duncan Kackley, Olivia Minolfo, Robert Osborne, Davia Zargari, Alecia Fludd 

LACS Award: 

Outstanding Student in Latin American & Caribbean Studies: Katie Jiménez-Cortez 

LACS Alumni: 

Mary E. A. Lucas (former Abrahams) ’06: Chief Information Security Officer and Assistant, Chief 

Counsel for the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources 

Keyayanna Alexander ’15: Flight attendant and Mental Health Counseling Graduate Student 

Charly Banks ’14: recently graduated from Florida State University, College of Law 

Brooke Bazemore ’18: Graduate Research Assistant, University of Georgia, School of Social Work 

Amanda Birkenhauer ’10: Director, Business Study Abroad at University of South Carolina - Darla 

Moore School of Business 

Ben Black ’06: works for Great Hearts Academies, a leading charter school network with schools 

in Arizona and Texas. He is serving as founding Headmaster of the network’s first school in Fort 

Worth, Texas. The next year will involve marketing the school, recruiting families, and hiring 

faculty. The school will launch in the fall of 2020. 

Nancy E. Blayney ’13: Software Engineer 

Sara Boiselle ’10: Export Traffic Agent, Mediterranean Shipping Company, Mt. Pleasant  

Kelly Couch ’13: Information Technology Service Desk Team Lead at College of Charleston 

Susan Dempsey ’19: plans to work as a Behavioral Therapist while she applies to graduate 

programs for occupational therapy.    

Emily DeVoie ’11: Administrative Support Manager at Summit Careers, LLC, Springfield, 

Massachusetts Area 
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Sam Duncan ’09: Director of Student Activities at St. Johns High School, Charleston 

Bruce Gonzalez ’10: Application Security Engineer at CACI International Inc, Goose Creek, South 

Carolina 

Devon Gunning ’15: Teacher at Summerville High School 

Khileen Herry ’12: Global Events at CARE, Atlanta, has master’s in international Relations from 

American University 

Julie King ’13: Translation Project Manager at Experis/ Manpower Group, Washington, District of 

Columbia 

Tom Laffay ’11: Independent Photojournalist and Documentary Filmmaker, Bogota, Colombia 

Collin Laverty ’06: Senior Partner at Havana Strategies in Miami (Consulting) and president of 

Cuba Educational Travel 

Cameron Neal ’07: Business Owner ‘The Harbinger café’ 

Maria Palazuelos ’17: Printmaker, The Gibbes Museum of Art, Charleston 

Ann-Marie Quinn ’10: Grants Analyst at UNOPS (United Nations Office for Project Services), 

Geneva Area, Switzerland 

Katherine Roach ‘16: Former program coordinator for AmeriCorps Legal Advocates of MA. 

Currently communications and data manager at Project Citizenship. 

Kent Roth ’08: Owner and Manager at Firehouse Hostel and Lounge, Deep Ellum Hostel, Booty's 

Street Food, and Timber and Alloy, Austin, Texas 

Alexandra Sabo ’09: University of Florida, Water Institute Graduate Fellow 

Winema Sanders-Penn ’12: Executive Director of the Turks and Caicos National Trust, Turks and 

Caicos Islands 

Lauren Sawayer ’06: Regional Director- Latin America at ConeXus World, Argentina 

Arden Sherman ’05: Director & Curator, Hunter College gallery 

Jordan Vogt ’19: currently working as a sea kayak guide in the San Juan Islands in northwest 

Washington.  She traveled to South America (Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, and Peru) for four or five 

months until the COVID-19 cut her traveling short. She plans on continuing working seasonal 

outdoor jobs and traveling for a few more years and then eventually returning to graduate school.  

She wants to go back and focus on politics somewhere in Latin America and possibly go into 

higher education. 

William Wright ’14: University College London, Master's Candidate Globalization and Latin 

American Development 
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LACS Faculty 2019-2020 

 

 

 

 

 

Nadia Avendaño Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Mary Ann Blitt Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Barbara Borg Anthropology HSS 
Raúl Carrillo-Arciniega Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Edward Chauca Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Maria Colomina-Garrigós   Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Lisa Covert    History HSS 
Hollis France Political Science HSS 
Christina García Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Liana Hakobyan Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Heidi Marie Krajewski History HSS 
Simon Lewis English HSS 
Leonard Lowe Religious Studies HSS 
Beatriz Maldonado   INTL/ECON LCWA/SOB 
Elizabeth Martínez-Gibson   Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Will McCorkle   Education EHHP 
Julia McReynolds Pérez Sociology HSS 
Daniela Meireles Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Claudia Moran Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Luci Moreira Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Jose Moreira   Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Michael O’Brien   Music School of the Arts 
Sarah Owens Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Robert Sapp French LCWA 
Blake Scott International Studies LCWA 
Andrew Sobiesuo CIE/Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Felix Vásquez Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Marianne Verlinden Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Ricard Viñas de Puig Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Ashley Wendt WGST/ LACS HSS/ LCWA 
Carl Wise   Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Sarah Wuigk   INTL/LACS LCWA 
Lisa Young   English HSS 


